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Kongra Netewiya Kurdistan
Kurdistan National Congress
Congrés National dy urdistan

Rue Jean Stas 4] 1060 Bruxelles tel: 09 3226473084 Jax: 0032 2 647 68 49
Homepage: V_v_wuggg:g_l@_disgu com  e-mail: k ) i m

The Honorable FRANK JENSEN
The Minister of Justice
Slotsholmsgade 10
1216 COPENHAGEN K
Ismet Chériff Vanly
Lausanne, 26 October 2001

Dear Mr. Minister,

By letter of 5 October 001* in the name of the Kurdistan Nationa] Congress, I
have begged the Danish Prime Minister, on behalf .of the Kurdish people and
their victims, to be kindly willing to take all measures with a view to indict the
Iraqi former military General Nizar al-KHAZRAJI, resident in Denmark under
police control, before a Danish criminal court for his participation in committing
genocide in Iraqi Kurdistan, in the Anfal Campaign of 1988.

The purpose of the present letter, as that submitted to the Prime Minister, is to
try to be helpful to the Danish authorities so that Nizar al-Khazraji can be
presented before a Danish criminal court and punished according to the Danish
law for any participation in committing the genocide of 1987/1988 in Iragi
Kurdistan. This crime resulted in the mass killing of about 182'000 civilian

Kurds, men, women and children, and jt remains so far totally unpunished, It

was organized and executed by the Iraqi Baath NORTHERN BUREAU , seated at
Kirkuk and headed by General Alj Hassan al-MAJEED, a cousin of Saddam
Hussein. Al-Majeed was invested with the presidential power in the area by a
special delegation by the Iraqi dictator, The members of the Northern Bureay
included military and security police Generals who served in Kurdistan, They
were all members of the Baath. One of them was Nizar al-Khazraji.

About 8 tons of paper material, including audiotapes on the meetings of the
Baath Northern Bureau , are entrusted to the safe keeping of the Us Congress.
The book/report by Middle East Watch, a branch of Human Rights Watch ,
mentioned in my letter of 5 October to H, E. Mr. RASMUSSEN , entitled
GENOCIDE IN IRAQ, THE ANFAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE KURDS (New York, July
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THE PRIME MINISTER

Copenhagen, 18 OKT. 2001

President Ismet Cheriff Vanly
Kurdistan National Congress
Rue Jean Stas 41

1060 Bruxelles

Belgien

Dear Mr. Ismet Cheriff Vanly,

I would like to thank you for your letter conceming the former Iraqi general who is
currently residing in Denmark.

I can inform you that the person in question has been denied asylum by the Danish
Refugee Board, referring to the exclusion causes in the UN 1951 Convention relat-

ing to the Status of Refugees.

Furthermore I can inform you that the Danish authorities have initiated a criminal
investigation into the case, handled by the Danish police.

1 would like to add that a capy of your letter already has been forwarded to the chief
constable who is in charge of the investigation. In addition I have taken the liberty
to forward copies of your letter to the Minister of Justice and the Minister of the
Interior, under whose ficlds of responsibility the case belongs.

Yours sincerely,

@% '



Kongra Netewiya Kurdistan
Kurdistan National Congress
Congrés National du Kurdistan

Rue Jean Stas 41 1060 Bruxelles tel.: 00322647 3084. fax.: 00322 647 68 49
Homepage: www.kony i e-mall: knk@kongrakurdisian com

St E
Fp, 1990 (O
Tewiv>

His Excellency Mr. POUL NYRUP RASMUSSEN
Prime Minister -

Prins Joergens Gaard 11

1218 COPENHAGEN K

DENMARK.

Brussels, 5 October 2001
Concerns : the case of the Iragi military Nizar al-KHAZRAJI

Dear Mr. Prime Minister ,

The Iraqgi military General Nizar al-Khazraji was from 1987 to 1991 the chief of the
General-Staff of the Iraqi Army. He is one of the main Iraqi commanders responsible for the
genocide committed in lragi Kurdistan during the Anfal Campaign of 1988, which resulted in
the mass killing of about 182 000 civilian Kurds, men, women and children. His name is
mentioned in the documents figuring on page 351 and 355 of the following book :

Genocide in Irag : The Anfal Campaign Against The Kurds ( A Middle East Watch Report ,
Human Right Watch, New York, Washington, Los Angeles, London , July 1993, ISBN : 1-56432-
108-8).

Seeking apparently to hide himself quietly in Europe, Nizar al-Khazraji lives in Denmark
from 1999 . Quite recently, he was granted the right of residence in Denmark. The Danish
authorities obviously ignored his past.

On behalf of the Kurdish people and the Kurdish victims, | beg you, Mr. Prime Minister, to
be kindly willing to take all appropriate measures so that a criminal investigation be opened
against Nizar al-Khazraji, with a view to hand him over to a criminal Danish court , ‘for
punishment according to the law of your country. Since this affair has been made public in the
mass media, it would be safe to take him into custody to prevent him from escaping justice*.

The Kurdistan National Congress would be ready to submit the Danish justice any
possible evidence as to this case. :

We have faith in the Danish justice, ( CQ ; uwjg/—ﬁ

Sincerely yours ,
Ismet Chériff Vanly
President of the Kurdistan National Congress.
*PS. We have just been informed that al-Khazraji was placed under the police control.
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Kongra Netewiya Kurdistan
Kurdistan National Congress
- Congrés National du Kurdistan}

Rue Jean Stas 41 1060 Bruxelles tel: 0032 2 647 30 34 fax: 0032 2 647 68 49
Homepage: www kongrakurdistan.com ~ e-mail: knk@kongrakurdistan, com

page 351) . In Appendix B, p. 355, Human Rights Watch mentions Nizar al-
Khazraji as one of « The Perpetrators of the Anfal » .

We do not ignore that by letter submitted to your Excellency about two weeks
ago, the ‘International Relations Bureaw’ of a Kurdish political party in Iraq has
tried to justify the responsibility of Nizar al-Khzraji in the Anfal genocide by the
‘superjor orders’ he had received from the President Saddam Hussein and
General A.H. al-Majeed. It was also argued that ‘undermining the reputation’ of
al-Khazraji would ‘discourage’ other Iraqi officials to defect Saddam Hussein.

.We are sorry that Kurds speaking on behalf of a Kurdish political party may try
to defend ‘the reputation’ of one of the responsibles for the genocide committed
against their own people, by invoking ‘superior orders’ and political
considerations that have nothing to do with law and ethics. Furthermore, the
authors of that shameful letter obviously ignore the rules of international law.

The Nazi leaders at the Niirnberg Court did also invoke ‘superior orders’ to
escape justice. But that did not help. In the light of Art. 33 of the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court , ‘superior orders’ cannot be invoked in the
case of al-Khazraji** , The crime of genocide and crimes against humanity are
not submitted to prescription. Al-Khazraji should probably have had problems
with the regime to stay longer in Iraq , but whatever these problems could be,
they cannot rub out what he had committed : his responsibility in the crime of -
genocide.

Sincerely yours, ‘ / é& M

Ismet Chériff Vanly
President of the Kurdistan National Congress
(Private address: C.P, 2374 , CH - 1002 Lausanne).

*) Please find enclosed copy of the letter to the Prime Minister (corrected of
typing mistakes.)

**) See William A. Schabas, An Introduction to the International Criminal Court ,
Cambridge U.P., 2001 , p. 187 . See also, by the same author, Genocide in
International Law , Cambridge U.P., 2000 - P-296,

2
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Tribes in the Ottoman empire, by Sir Mark
Sykes, in The Caliphs’ Last Heritage, Lon-
don 1911; and other authors mentioned

by I.Ch.Vanly. in Le déplacement du pays
kurde vers I’ouest, Actes du 29éme
Congreés International des Orientalistes,
volume Iran Moderne, Paris, 1973.
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Atabicorum, volume VII, p. 236 , edited
by M.J. de Goeje, Leiden; see also Prof.
Richard Frye in The Heritage of Persia,
London, 1962; and Guy Le Strange, The
Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, London,
1905, under ‘Jibal’).
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(see L. W. King , Annals of the
Kings of Assyria , volume I, London,
1902 ; and Daniel D. Luckenbill, Ancient
Records of Assyria and Babylonia , the
University of Chicago Press , Chicago,
volume I, 1926, volume II, 1927). In his
posthumous book entitled “The Persian
Empire, Studies in Geography and Ethnol-
ogy of the Ancient Near East” , Wiesba-
den, 1968 , pages 115-120 , the German
specialist Ernst Herzfeld identifies the
place-names mentioned by Tiglath-Pileser
in his campaigns in Northern and Western
Kurdistan.)
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Letter to the Presidential Council of the PKK

By : Ismet Chériff Vanly

Highly esteemed brothers and sisters,
Best regards and warm greetings !

If you have the means to approach beréz Ab-
dullah Ocalan, kindly convey him my respect-
ful regards . I hope he and you are in good
health.

Preface

I have been considering to write you for a
while , as I told brother Osman Ocalan in a
phone talk by the end of 2001 . You have
meanwhile had an enlarged meeting in order to
prepare the 8th Congress of the PKK , which I
was told is to be held soon .

Some rumours difficult to verify say that in or-
der to respond to what could be a Turkish indi-
rect and unofficial “ offer” ( by internet and
without signature, but published in Turkish and
foreign newspapers) , you would drop the
name of Kurdistan in the designation of the
PKK, and possibly lay down arms and surren-
der to the Turkish government , together with
the guerrilla units . Brother Osman Ocalan ,
heard at Medya-Tv , put three conditions to
surrender : a general amnesty , a correct treat-
ment toward the person of Abdullah Ocalan,
and to authorize the use of the Kurdish lan-

guage .

How could you surrender when you have not
been defeated on the military ground ? Would
you seriously think to have any chance of ‘dia-
logue’ with the racist government of Turkey if
you surrender and become its prisoners ? How
could a prisoner discuss freely with his jailer ?
Brother Abdullah Ocalan himself has had no
dialogue with the Turkish government , but a
monologue . I am worrying about the future of
the PKK and the guerrilla . You are always
considered as “terroriststs” and “outlaws” by
the Turkish state . The Kurdish guerrilla rep-
resent in such circumstances the sole guarantee
for a Kurdish future. But how long will you
stay in the mountains in a state of neither peace
nor war?

The PKK is apparently going to take important
decisions for the future of the Party and the
Kurdish movement. It is time therefore to write

Lausanne , 4 March 2002

, so that you may know my opinions before the
meeting of the 8th Congress . Because we owe
to the PKK the renewal of the Kurdish national
movement from 1978, especially in Turkey ;
because of the ties of mutual esteem and confi-
dence between us ; because of what I feel to be
my moral responsibility toward the Kurdish
people, as a Kurdish patriot with a life-long
record of struggle for the Kurdish national lib-
eration , and as the president of the Kurdistan
National Congress having respect for its Char-
ter and for my colleagues in the Congress, I
feel it is my duty to bring your attention on a
number of facts and considerations. I know the
PKK is open to democratic discussion. I am
writing this letter in the light of what I believe
to be the interest of the Kurdish nation , with
the love and respect I owe to a heroic guerrilla .
Before dealing with political questions, I shall
mention some historical geographical defini-
tions of the Kurdish country. I shall present
you a concise picture of the Kurdish society
and the Kurdish states found in Kurdistan at a
particular moment of its history, when the first
Turks arrived into the area. These facts , defini-
tions and this picture are practically unknown
in present-day Northern Kurdistan . They
should be known by the largest number possi-
ble of Kurds . It is important to know what was
our past to build the future of this nation. I
shall be speaking , as briefly as possible, of the
following points :

I - Should the PKK drop the name of Kur-
distan ?

II — Kurdistan the country of the Kurds;
IIT — A glimpse of the history of ancient
Kurdistan ;

1V - The Kurdish society and states on the
eve of the arrival of the Turks ;

V - The criteria of Copenhagen and the
Kurdish question ;

VI - Language and territory ;

VII - Federalism as a solution to the national
question ;

VIII - Conclusion .

I — Should the PKK drop the name of Kurdi-
stan ?

In the dramatic political context of 1999, when
consecutively to an international conspiracy,
beréz Abdullah Ocalan was arrested and con-



demned to a death sentence in Turkey , it was
decided to drop the name of Kurdistan from
the designation of ERNK . That was done
with no profit so far either for the Party or for
the Kurds . I do not say the PKK should stop
the search of a political and democratic solu-
tion to the Kurdish question by peaceful means
. But three years are over since. Meanwhile the
Turkish state has even toughened its policy as
to the denial of the Kurdish identity and the re-
pression of the Kurdish culture ; they refused
education in Kurdish , they closed the Kurdish
Institute in Istanbul, and are openly oppressing
the legalistic HADEP party. Europe does not
care enough about it , but follows the US poli-
cy. Because of geostrategical interests, the
American support to Turkey continues, despite
the Turkish state terror against our people. It
was rather to satisfy the US wishes that Turkey
was admitted as candidate, but Europe is not at
all in a hurry to accept her as member of the
Union (see more below under V) .

The PKK is free of course to change its name .
In my common letter sent in the summer 1999
to the brothers Cemil Bayik , Murat Karayi-
lan, and Mustafa Karasu, prominent members
of the KNK, I had myself suggested a change
in the name of the Party. I would say, for in-
stance , that formally speaking , to be only “the
Workers’ Party” the name will appear too ide-
ological and be socially limitative. But I do
not advise you to drop the name of Kurdistan .
Keep at least the name of Kurd in the designa-
tion of the Party. The PKK should remain a
specifically Kurdish party. Do not become a
Turkish “Democratic Republican Party” ,
among other Turkish parties, as it is said ac-
cording to rumours and some press news . The
Kurdish people would not recognize their na-
tional liberation movement under such a name.

II - Kurdistan the country of the Kurds :

The name of Kurdistan means the Country of
the Kurds and is the property of the Kurdish
nation : Kurdistan is the land where the Kurds
have been historically constituted as a distinct
people , different from the Turks, the Arabs,
the Persians and other neighbours.

The homeland of the Kurdish people is not
Turkey, but Kurdistan . Turkey is not ‘the

common motherland’ of the Kurds and the
Turks , as it was unhappily said in the Peace
Project of the Extraordinary VIIth Congress of
the PKK , in January 2000 : if we say so, then
this means there is no a common homeland for
all the Kurds, within the four states dividing
Kurdistan. Neither the Kurds of Turkey , nor
those of Iran, Iraq, Syria and the diaspora
would accept that Northern Kurdistan be not
called Kurdistan , but “Eastern Turkey” ,
“South-eastern Anatolia” and the like. Despite
regional particularism , which is quite normal ,
as in any other country, all the Kurdish people
believe to constitute one people , and divided
Kurdistan to be one country. This sociological
belief is also ethnical, psychological , cultural,
and has definitely a geographical and a histori-
cal basis. This belief is underlined in the KNK
Charter. Turkey is indeed a state in which two
main peoples live, the Kurds and the Turks,
each people having a geographical area where
they represent the majority , beside other na-
tional or cultural groups of far lesser numerical
importance and deprived of a geographical ba-
sis . But in this state the Turks hold all the de-
cision power and use it abusively to oppress
the Kurds, to destroy the Kurdish language
and the Kurdish cultural heritage . The Turkish
republic has made of Kurdistan an internal
Turkish, but nameless colony. We should dis-
tinguish between the words country — mother-
land or homeland -, and “state”. We have a
common state with the Turks, but it is a tyran-
nic, ultranationalistic , racist and dogmatically
anti-Kurdish state.

We have several old geographical definitions
of Kurdistan , “the country inhabited by the
Kurds” , much older than the arrival of the
Turks into the area. The Greek geographer
Strabo ( X1, xiii, 3), who lived at the time of
Christ, mentions several large nomadic or half
nomadic tribes , including the Kurti and the
Mards , living in an extensive mountainous
area on both sides of the Zagros , in the basin
of the lake of Van, on the Upper Tigris and the
Euphrates , in Azerbaijan and Armenia , tribes
of whom he says they belong to the same peo-
ple . This can be considered as a redefinition.

The Arabo-Muslim geographer al-Ya’ktbi ,
who lived in the 9th century , identifies ‘the
homeland of the Kurds’ with ‘al-Jibal’ , a name



which is the Arabic translation of the old Iranic
and pre-Islamic name of Kiihistan which
means ‘the Country of the Mountains’ , as it
was used under the Sasanians to designate an-
cient Greater Media (see Bibliotheca Geogra-
phicorum Atabicorum , volume VII, p. 236,
edited by M.J. de Goeje , Leiden ; see also
Prof. Richard Frye in The Heritage of Persia,
London, 1962 ; and Guy Le Strange, The
Lands of the Eastern Caliphate , London, 1905,
under ‘Jibal’).

In the 10th century , another Arabo-Muslim ge-
ographer, Ibn-Hauqal, native of Baghdad,
gives us a detailed definition of “the country
inhabited by the Kurds”, including present
Eastern, Southern and Northern Kurdistan ,
with the Diyarbekir and the Mosul area (ibid,
Bibliotheca Geo. Arabi. , volume II, p. 264) .
In 1515, after the battle of Chaldiran in 1514,
the Ottoman sultan Selim 1st asked his Kurdish
counsellor Idris Bitlisi “to travel across Kurdi-
stan, from Urmia , which is the extreme orien-
tal border of Kurdistan , to Malatya , which is
its western border, in order to win the loyalty
of the Kurdish princes” (see Joseph von Ham-
mer , History of the Ottoman Empire , vol. IV
of the French edition, p. 223-224) . We have
other old definitions of Kurdistan, as in the
Sharafnama , Evliya Celebi, and Haji Khalifa,
1600 (in Jihannuma , Istanbul, 1733, pp. 449-
450) ; see also The Map of the Kurdish Tribes
in the Ottoman empire, by Sir Mark Sykes , in
The Caliphs’ Last Heritage, London , 1911 ;
and other authors mentioned by 1. Ch. Vanly,
in Le déplacement du pays kurde vers I’ouest, ,
Actes du 29eme Congres International des
Orientalistes, volume Iran Moderne , Paris,
1973,

To call Northern Kurdistan “Eastern Anatolia”
, or “Southeastern Anatolia” (sic) is further-
more a geographical mistake and a mere inven-
tion fabricated by the Turkish Kemalist repub-
lic , just to bury the name of the Kurds and
Kurdistan. As you know , the name of Kurdi-
stan was used by the Ottomans , printed at the
right place in bold letters on all the official
maps drawn by the general-staff of the Otto-
man Army . Many people keep such Ottoman
maps , including myself. The Ottoman civil ad-
ministration used to distinguish very clearly be-
tween Anatolia and Kurdistan . The name of

Anatolia is an old Greek name meaning “the
sunrise country” , originally indicating the
Asian coastal area of the Egean ; it had never
covered the area of Kurdistan before the mis-
use made of the name under the Turkish repub-
lic. This can be verified in any good non-
Turkish encyclopaedic dictionary.

III - A Glimpse of the history of ancient
Kurdistan

I guess I know the Kurdish history better than
you do, a matter which I taught at the Sorbonne
University and in relation with which I have
gathered my private library and made research
. Because of the Turkish policy of suppression
of the Kurdish culture and identity, as it is
practiced from 1923, the Kurds in Northern
Kurdistan ignore generally their history , if not
in its general outline by a few people . They

- do not have Kurdish universities as in Southern

Kurdistan.

The name of “Turkey” was created in the 14th
century , as I discovered its use for the first
time by the Arabo-Berber traveller Ibn
Battiiteh , born in Tangier , who wrote in Ara-
bic. Before that epoch , the Saljuk sultans of
Anatolia called their kingdom ‘Réim’ , after
the name of the Eastern Roman Empire , that is
Byzantium . The Ottoman Qanini sultan
Siileyman , in the 16th century , still used the
name of “Ram’ for Turkey, while he was
boasting of ruling over many other countries,
among which he mentioned Kurdistan. All his
successors used the name of Kurdistan.

The name of the Kurds and Kurdistan is far
much older than that of the Turks and Turkey.
Beside ancient Mesopotamian records (Sumer-
ian and Accadian) about the Guti , Lullubi and
Kashshi peoples of the Zagros mountains , we
find the almost modern name of the Kurté peo-
ple as registered in the records of the Assyrian
King Tiglath-Pileser I, who fought them over
two years by 1100 before the Christian era.
This Assyrian king launched two military cam-
paigns against “the widespread troops of the
Kurte” and mentions in his records many
place-names of their country , all correspond-
ing to present places in Northern Kurdistan in
Turkey . The records of Tiglath-Piliser fight-



ing the Kurte/Kurdish kings in Northern Kurdi-
stan — from the Amanus mountain near Alexan-
dretta to the Bohtan , and up to Dersim (so-
called Tunceli) , in the lake of Van area , on the
Upper Euphrates ( Murad-Su and Kara-Su), on
the Upper Tigris, in the Tur-Abdin range , and
at Erzurum , eleven hundred years before the
Christ , these records are translated into Eng-
lish ( see L. W. King , Annals of the Kings of
Assyria , volume I, London, 1902 ; and Daniel
D. Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and
Babylonia , the University of Chicago Press ,
Chicago, volume I, 1926, volume II, 1927). In
his posthumous book entitled “The Persian
Empire, Studies in Geography and Ethnology
of the Ancient Near East” , Wiesbaden, 1968 ,
pages 115-120 , the German specialist Ernst
Herzfeld identifies the place-names mentioned
by Tiglath-Pileser in his campaigns in North-
ern and Western Kurdistan. I have the three
books in my private library.

No time nor space to speak of prehistory . but
the agricultural technology and the first villag-
es were created at the foothills of Kurdistan ,
some twelve thousand years ago (see Robert J.
Braidwood and Bruce Howe, Prehistoric Inves-
tigations in Iragi Kurdistan, Chicago, 1960 ;
Michael Roaf, Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia
and the Ancient Near East , pub. by Equinox,
Oxfrord, 1990) . I shall not either dwell on an-
cient history, on the proto-Kurdish Hurrian-
Mitanni empire, and the Median empire ,
which both stretched over all of Kurdistan and
beyond (see Gernot Wilhelm, The Hurrians,
Aris & Phillips, Warminster, 1989) . It should
be however mentioned that the Hurrian (Hurri)
people of Northern and Western Kurdistan (ar-
eas of Marash-Urfa-Diyarbekir-Dersim -
Mardin-Jizre-Bohtan-Van), expanded under
their Mitanni state, by the middle of the second
millennium B.C. into present Southern and
Eastern Kurdistan and the Zagros , as well as
into the province of Jazira in the present Syrian
republic (north-east of Syria) . The Mitanni
was one of the Great Powers of the time and
had a bright civilisation of farmers and city-
dwellers . This is attested by the tablets discov-
red near Kirkuk , at the site of Arrapha , relat-
ing the social and economical history of a Hur-
rian-speaking family over five generations (see
Katarzyna Grosz, The Archive of the Wullu
Family , University of Copenhagen, 1988 ; see

also Georges Contenau , La Civilisation des
Hittites et des Hurrites du Mitanni , Payot, Par-
is, 1948).

At the time of Christ the Korduene and the
Adiabene kingdoms flourished in Central and
Southern Kurdistan , and are mentioned in the
Graeco-Roman classics .

IV — The Kurdish society on the eve of the
arrival of the Turks :

It is important, I think , and should be instruc-
tive, to have a glimpse of the Kurdish society
and the Kurdish states at an epoch particularly
significant, just before the arrival of the first
Turks into the area.

When the first Turks arrived into northern Kur-
distan, under the command of the Saljukid
prince Alp Arslan, and won in 1071 the battle
of Manazkirt over the Byzantine emperor Dio-
gene, at that time the Kurdish Mervanid state
(said also Dostekid) was covering , I would
say, about tow thirds of the area of present
Northern Kurdistan , with Amida (Diyarbekir)
and Fariqin (or Mayafariqin, present Silvan) as
capitals, and Mardin, Urfa , Erzan , Erzinjan ,
Dersim, Bingol , Hisn-Keifa , Hatakh , Siirt,
Van , Akhlat , and Erjish as main cities and cit-
adels. The Mervanids , as the Shaddadids, an-
other Kurdish dynasty who ruled , at the same
time, in Transcaucasia, over the present repub-
lics of Armenia and Azerbaijan, with Ganja,
Dvin and Ani as capitals for their different
branches, were powerful princes at the head of
organized and prosperous states. They had dip-
lomatic relations with other states .

The history of the Shaddadid state is known
thanks to Vladimir Minorsk , Russian profes-
sor at the University of London (see his Studies
in Caucasian History , London , 1956), on the
basis of a manuscript in Arabic by Munajjim-
bashi . The history of the Mervanid state is
known thanks to Ibn al-Azrak al-Fariqi, a citi-
zen of Farigin of the 12th century , who wrote
the history of this Kurdish area where he lived
(see Tarikh al Farigi , in Arabic , edited by Dr.
Badawi Abdul-Latif ‘Awad ,Cairo , 1959) . In
July of the year 1000 of the Christian Gregori-
an calendar , the emperor Basilus II of Con-



stantinople met with the Kurdish Mervanid
prince Mumahhid ad-Dawla Abou Mansour
Said , at Eréz (Erzinjan) , on the Upper-
Euphrates (Kara-Su) , bestowed upon him the
title of Magistros , and concluded with him a
state defence treaty (see René Grousset , His-
toire de I’ Arménie , Paris, 1947 , p. 532 ). This
meeting in northern Kurdistan between the
‘Ram’ emperor and the Kurdish Mervanid
sovereign and the conclusion of a treaty of alli-
ance between them are mentioned by al-Fariqi
as occurring in the year 390 of the Hijra Islam-
ic lunar calendar (op.cit., p. 84).

In the Christian year 1042 , the new Byzantine
emperor Constantin Monomaque concluded
with the Kurdish Shaddadid prince Aboul As-
war of Ani a formal treaty of mutual defence
and alliance, sealed with the golden imperial
christobulle , as it was used to honour the chief
of an allied Great Power (R. Grousset, op.cit.,
p. 574) . Vladimir Minorsky explains the
search of alliance by the Greek emperors of
Constantinople with the chiefs of neighbouring
Kurdish states, in Kurdistan and Transcaucasia
, in the first half of the 11th century, by their
worry about a Turkish Saljukid invasion , the
Saljukids being already established in Persia
and presenting a mortal threat for the ‘Rtim’
empire.

Let me open again the History of al-Fariqi ,
pages 107-111 . We are in the month Thi al-
Hujjeh of the Hijra year 403 (Christian year
1013) . We read that the new Mervanid prince
Nasr-ul-Din Abu Nasr Ahmed was celebrating
the construction of a new fortified palace, in
Farigin , with nice halls , gardens and foun-
tains, and offering a 3-days reception to the
ambassadors and special envoys of foreign
states, who attended the feast with sumptuous
gifts from their Lords . The historian shows the
Kurdish sovereign sitting in the middle of the
main hall , with the special envoy of the Ab-
basid Caliph of Baghdad and then the ambassa-
dor of the Buwayhid sultan of Persia and Iraq,
sitting at his right hand, and the ambassador
of the Fatimid Caliph of Egypt , together with
the special envoy of the Ram emperor Basilus
IT, sitting at his left hand . The Coran was re-
cited , music , poets , ‘ulema’ , were heard, and
gifts were distributed. The Mervanid dynasty
was known for its great wealth.

These few historical facts are recalled just as
examples of Kurdish history; they are signifi-
cant , being related to a period which just pre-
ceded the arrival of the first Turks into the area
, coming from the East . Those who pretend
that the Kurds had no states of their own and
no civilisation in Kurdistan are either liars and
dishonest, or ignorant in matter of history .

I am not going to speak about the Ayyubids
and Saladin, “this Kurdish émigré, who be-
came the mightiest king of Islam” , as said Mi-
norsky. The extraordinary history of the Kurd-
ish Ayyubid empire, extending from northern
and southern Kurdistan into the Sudan and the
Yemen, across Syria, Palestine Egypt, and
the Cyrenaic part of Libya , for the defence of
the Islamic Middle East against the waves of
the Crusade wars , is universally known. The
Ayyubid Kurds , with their numerous Kurdish
followers , were the kings, rulers , soldiers,
builders, and protectors of the Islamic East face
to the European Christendom . They built hos-
pitals, schools , castles and fortresses in all
these countries.

The Mervanid dynasty (990 — 1096) , as well
as the Shaddadid, co-operated for a while with
the Saljukids , but the first was to fell down be-
fore these invaders, in 1096 . The last Shaddad-
id prince Fadlun III of Ani, Dvin and Ganja
died in 1130 (524 of Hijra) while fighting to
defend his Armenian city of Ani before an at-
tack by the Saljukid Qurti son of Tughan-
Arslan (Minorsky, op.cit. , p. 85).

Vladimir Minorsky calls “Iranian intermezzo”
the period between the 10th and the 13th centu-
ry , rather short but highly important, in which
two peoples speaking Iranic languages, the
Kurds in the north-west and the Daylams in the
south-east ( in Persia and Arab Iraq) dominated
politically and militarily the Islamic East, be-
tween the periods of Arab and Turkish domina-
tion. The Kurdish Hasanwayhid state in Iranian
Kurdistan (959-1015) and the Kakwayhid state
(1007-1051) , where the Kurds ruled over Ispa-
han , belong to this period. The Buwayhid dy-
nasty of Persia and Baghdad was Daylamite.
This period culminates with the rise of the
Kurdish Ayyubid empire.



These states were not called “Kurdistan” , but
known after the patronymic of their ruling dy-
nasties. They had socio-economic feudal struc-
tures . But such also was the case with the Sal-
jukid and , later on, Ottoman states , as well as
in the Safavid Persia .

The Kurdish principalities and the city-states of
Kurdistan were to fall one after another under
the despotic rule of the Ottomans and the Per-
sians . Kurdistan became a battlefield between
the two empires and was ultimately ruined ;
the Kurdish people revolted against these un-
welcome intruders . They found themselves, by
the end of the First World War, disorganized
and unable to respond to the challenge of the
20th century. Betrayed by Europe at Lausanne ,
deprived of their right to self-determination ,
the Kurds were incorporated without being
consulted within nationalistic and repressive
nations-states . The nationalistic ideology of
this system of government is alien to the orien-
tal traditions and was imported to the Near East
from Western Europe.

V - The criteria of Copenhagen and the
Kurdish question :

Let us return back to the present day . During
the fighting years between the PKK and the
Turkish state , both the Legislative Assembly
of the Council of Europe and the European Par-
liament (of the European Union) called both
parties , by several successive resolutions , to
stop fighting and to reach a political solution to
the Kurdish question by peaceful means and di-
alogue. But contrary to those resolutions, and
contrary to what the KNK had repeatedly re-
quired from Europe, the Executive body of the
European Union, which is the Council consti-
tuted by the representatives of the governments
of the member states, admitted Turkey in 2000
as candidate at membership without any refer-
ence to the Kurdish question . Turkey was only
asked to comply with the general European cri-
teria of Copenhagen, about democracy, respect
for human rights, and recognition of national
minorities. In a way , Abdullah Ocalan, the
PKK , the Kurdish people, the KNK, the Kurd-
ish organisations were shamefully betrayed by
the Council of the member states of the Euro-
pean Union once the PKK had decided to stop

fighting, to withdraw its forces from Turkey ,
to seek a peaceful solution, and to work for the
transformation of Turkey into a Democratic
Republic .

This lack of courage by the European Union
has for consequence that Turkey is not serious-
ly trying to amend its constitution to become
democratic . Turkey would try in its turn to
cheat Europe , at the expense of the Kurds and
democracy. The KNK , in its written and oral
communications with the European institutions
, put in evidence the dangers of this situation
for peace and international stability in the area.
We also underlined that the Kurds in Turkey ,
numbering about 22 millions, according to my
estimate , are not a national minority , but a
people distinct historically, geographically and
culturally from the Turkish people , that they
represent , with about 12 millions Kurds, a ma-
jority of about 87 % in the population of Turk-
ish Kurdistan , itself an area of some 225'000
sq.km , far larger than England (131'760
sq.km). The Kurdish question is therefore not
simply a question of individual human rights ,
which of course should be respected for all cit-
izens , but the national question of large peo-
ple that should be eventually resolved as such.
The half-atomization of the Kurds across Tur-
key was carried out under the republic.

To transform Turkey into a Democratic Repub-
lic , by peaceful means , is in principle a sound
programme . All peoples want peace , but
peace should be qualified, a just peace. If peace
is unjust , if it means the continuation of na-
tional oppression and the repression of human
rights , it is not worth to be kept . A known
French jurist in matter of international law ,
Prof. Albert de La Pradelle , published a book
in 1948 , Paris, entitled La Paix moderne
(Modern Peace) in which he wrote : “la vie
d’une nation vaut une guerre” (the life of a na-
tion is worth a war) ; he explained : “if a nation
is menaced in its existence, the war of self-
defence is not only licit, it is also moral”.

All peoples want democracy , but because the
present Turkish republic pretends itself to be
already democratic , we have to specify what
kind of democratic system we want for this
state, for the Kurds, the Turks and the other cit-
izens. It is the right of any people to say under



what kind of democracy they want to live .
This is what I tried to say in a letter of 16 June
1999 addressed on behalf of the KNK to Mr.
Ahmet Necdet Sezer, the President of the Re-
public of Turkey (see below under VI .)

That is why the KNK , in the late summer
1999 , expressed its support to the policy of the
PKK for a democratic solution to the Kurdish
question in Turkey by peaceful means, but it
insisted , at the same time , on the right of the
Kurdish people to self-determination , which
figures in our Charter. All the members of the
KNK, including those who belong to the PKK
or other political parties , are bound by its -
Charter. As the president of the KNK, I have
the responsibility , and the honour, to keep re-
spect for the rules and principles figuring in
this Charter . They are in full harmony with my
personal belief.

The European Commission seems presently to
worry more about the Kurdish situation in Tur-
key , owing to the repressive measures against
the Kurdish university students and the HA-
DEP Party taken consecutively to the meeting
of the Turkish National Security Council on 29
November 2001. By the beginning of February
2002 the European Parliament adopted a reso-
lution demanding to stop repression against the
Kurds and asking Turkey to comply with the
European Charter on fundamental rights.

The campaign by thousands of Kurdish stu-
dents requiring by petitions to learn their moth-
er tongue at the Turkish universities , by facul-
tative courses and classes , is something very
positive. It mobilizes the Kurdish youth and
intellectuals, and is producing some good reac-
tion by a number of Turkish writers . The arti-
cle of Hasan Cemal , in Milliyet of 20-01-2002
, Which was translated to me , is an excellent
article . But such positive Turkish reactions are
individual and scarce , and the attitude of the
Turkish state is repressive.

This campaign “Learn your mother tongue”,
this “policy of small steps” , one by one , bit by
bit , I would say is useful and should continue.
Yet , the criteria of Copenhagen, the respect
due for human rights , as positive as they could
be, are inadequate to resolve a national ques-
tion as the Kurdish question . They are even in-

sufficient to assure the future of the Kurdish
language and safeguard the Kurdish cultural
heritage in Turkey.

VI - Language and Territory

The Kurdish language is a threatened language
in Turkey, a threat that you know and try to
stop . It is menaced only in Turkey, but not in
Iraq, Iran, Syria, and hardly even in Russia.
This is of course due to the methodical Turkish
colonialist policy in Northern Kurdistan, to
deportation and repression, to the Turkish con-
tempt of the Kurdish language , and to the
Turkish ignorance about our cultural heritage .
It is also due to the opportunism of the Kurd-
ish higher classes, bourgeois and aghas, espe-
cially from the years 1930s to the 1960s or
1970s . How many millions of Kurds shameful-
ly but eagerly wanted to be assimilated, were
ashamed of being Kurds and hide it , aban-
doned their language — and their honour — to
Turkish , by fear , the desire of social promo-
tion , and mere opportunism ? They thought “to
be a Turk” means civilisation, money, perhaps
power . This is a classical feature of the coloni-
al phenomenon . The Algerians knew it under
the French colonisation . With the PKK upris-
ing, the serhildan, the Kurdish people recov-
ered their national dignity , a number of them
rediscovered their culture , and perhaps a few
their ancient civilisation . This phenomenon of
cultural self-revalution is concomitant to the
revolution of national liberation. But the threat
on the Kurdish language remains. It has not
been stopped , it did not disappear , especially
after the PKK political setback of 1999.

In November 2001 , I met in Brussels with an
intellectual Kurd who had just arrived from
Siirt , a city situated, as you know , at the heart
of Turkish Kurdistan and whose present popu-
lation is constituted , he said, of about 65 % of
Kurds and 35 % of Arabs - an old medieval set-
tlement . He told me “The Arab children in
Siirt all speak Arabic , while the Kurdish chil-
dren speak Turkish” . Not only is opportunism
not dead , but obviously a large number among
the Kurds in Turkey do not have the necessary
motivation , the will and the energy to learn or
safeguard their language. They still prefer to
speak Turkish . That is also true for most of the
Kurds from Turkey in Europe, especially



among the manual workers -, but not in the
KNK meetings , where the official language is
Kurdish, both Northern and Southern Kurmanji
dialects, and Zazaki .

In the presentation of a book to be published by
Cambridge University Press in April 2002 ,
entitled “Language Death” (Mirina Ziman),
due to Prof. David Crystal, one can read :

“The rapid endangerment and death of many
minority languages across the world is a matter
of widespread concern, among all concerned
with issues of cultural identity in an increasing-
ly globalized culture” . The author reports that
“only 600 of the 6000 or so languages in the
world are ‘safe’ from the threat of extinction”.

Why this laziness , this lack of motivation to
safeguard the Kurdish maternal language in
Turkey ? It is simply a question of material in-
terest . Kurdish is the language of a most op-
pressed people in Turkey, and almost forbid-
den. It is not official and does not open any
future for the young generations. Notwithstand-
ing patriotism and Kurdish nationalism, most
of the Kurdish parents and families think men-
tally , perhaps in their subconscious , that
learning Kurdish would be a waste of time and
useless , perhaps dangerous. To open Kurdish
private institutes , to create foundations (vakf)
for learning Kurdish , even to authorize faculta-
tive classes for the same aim at the Turkish uni-
versities , positive as it might be , will be hard-
ly helpful ."As long as Kurdish will not be an
official language , liable to assure the Kurdish
youth a future as sure as Turkish , this threat
will continue , save exceptions.

There are three conditions for any language ,
including Kurdish, to be safe and to prosper :
a) To be recognized as an official language by
a state ; b) to be the compulsory language of
education at public (state) and private schools ,
colleges and universities in a well defined geo-
graphical area ; c) to be used not only for edu-
cation , but also by the state administration in
this well-defined geographical area. Without a
geographical area for its official use , a lan-
guage would eventually disappear to the bene-
fit of another , but official language. History is
a cemetery of dead languages. The natural geo-
graphical area necessary for safeguarding the
Kurdish language is Kurdistan, the homeland

of our people.

In Switzerland, the oldest democracy in Europe
, there are four national languages : German
(spoken by about 73 % of the Swiss citizens) ,
French (spoken by about 23 % of the Swiss),
Italian ( about 3 %) and Retho-Romanche ( a
language spoken by about 50'000 people living
in two valleys in the Grison canton, near the
Austrian and Italian border) . But these lan-
guages are not spoken indistinctly by the
Swiss. There is a geographical distribution , a
territorial juxtaposition between them. Each
language has its own territorial area, as inherit-
ed from the past, where it is the sole common
language of education, administration , com-
merce , and mass media . For instance, in the
cities and areas of Geneva, Lausanne,
Neuchatel, Sion , Fribourg , and in most of the
Jura ridge , the official and daily life language
is French , only French , and the people would
not care to speak German or Italian, even if
some may have learnt it at school. About 15
% to 20 % of the area of the canton of Fribourg
is inhabited by a German-speaking population :
that is why at the university of Fribourg there
are two sections, one in French and the other
German . This is also true for the mainly Ger-
man-speaking canton of Bern , where in some
areas , however , the people speak French . In
the city of Bienne , called Biel in German, be-
longing to the canton of Bern and close to the
French border , the people are mixed and
neighbours, but they speak either French or
German , each linguistic group has its own
schools and mass media in its own language .
They live in harmony , side by side , and have
no problem in dealing with the municipal af-
fairs in both languages. All the four national
languages can by used at the federal parliament
and government . All official federal (central)
documents are written in the three main lan-
guages . Beside the Swiss national flag, hon-
oured by all the Swiss , each Swiss canton,
each city, each village has its own flag and its
emblem and are proud of their particular identi-
ty : this is diversity and democracy — a democ-
racy based on history and geography , on the
mutual respect for the cultural identity.

The example of Biel/Bienne will be good to be
considered for the city of Istanbul , where dif-
ferent ethnic and cultural groups live side by



side, but with cultural and national rights rec-
ognized for the sole Turkish element , and re-
fused to the others. In Turkey the only flag is
the Turkish flag. There is no a Kurdish flag, no
other flag. This is totalitarianism and tyranny ,
as imposed by an unjust law .

VII - Federalism as a solution to the nation-
al question

It is worth to recall what Ismet Pasha Inonii ,
then Prime Minister of Turkey , stated very
solemnly at the Conference of Lausanne, ( ses-
sion of 23 January 1923 ) about the Kurdish
people in Turkey : -

" The Government of the Grand National As-
sembly of Turkey is the Government of the
Kurds just as much as the Government of the
Turks, for the real and legitimate representa-
tives of the Kurds sit in the National Assembly
and take part in the government and adminis-
tration of the country to the same degree as the
representatives of the Turks. "

" The Kurdish people and their above-
mentioned representatives do not agree that
their brethern who live in the Mosul vilayet
should be separated (...). "

" As regards the statement that the Kurds
fought badly during recent wars, the Turkish
delegation consider it their duty to declare that
all the leaders who took part in the great war
and in the war of independence have borne wit-
ness with respect and admiration to the services
rendered and the sacrifices made by the Kurd-
ish people for the welfare of the country. In
particular, in the struggle against the sultan and
the Government of Constantinople which has
now disappeared, in the defence of the differ-
ent fronts in Anatolia which were attacked by
our enemies, and in the offensive which ended
in the complete crushing of the Greeks, the
Kurds worked together with the Turks in per-
fect harmony " (see : Lausanne Conference on
Near Eastern Affairs, 1922-1923, Records of
Proceedings and Draft Terms of Peace , pub.
by the British Government, London, 1923 :
345-346.)

Lord Curzon , chief of the British delegation to
the Conference of Lausanne, having argued

that if Southern Kurdistan were attached to Iraq
its Kurds would enjoy autonomy, Ismet Inonii
replied in these terms :

" The Kurds know that in that event they
would have no effective influence over the
destinies of their country (....) ."

" The alleged civic rights and privileges which
have been granted to the people of so-called
autonomous districts could never satisfy a
dominant race like the Kurdish race " (ibid. :
346.)

The dispute between Turkey , pretending to
speak on behalf of Kurdish people , and Britain
, speaking for “the Arab king of Iraq” as man-
datory Power, was not settled at Lausanne, but
left up to the decision of the League of Na-
tions. The Council of the League, meeting in
Geneva in its session of September 1925, was
to rule on the Mosul dispute. The Turkish min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Tevfik Rustu Aras,
stated before the Council (I am translating from
the French text of the League) :

" To the exception of some minorities, whose
rights are guaranteed by the ad hoc provisions
of the Lausanne Treaty, and whose number is
extremely small comparatively with the total
population of Turkey, the latter population is
composed of tow elements, the Turks and the
Kurds , who govern Turkey together "

(see the French text in : Société des Nations,
Journal Officiel, Octobre 1925, p. 1336).

More than three quarters of a century after the
Lausanne Treaty , the criteria of Copenhagen,
as intended by the European Union to be im-
plemented by Turkey for the solution of the
Kurdish question , suggest that the Kurds — this
‘dominant people’ said Ismet Pasha - are not a
people endowed by nature with the right of
self-determination. They are meant anony-
mously as one of the numerous minorities ,
without being even mentioned, a community,
and said just “Turkish citizens” among others.

We have seen above , under subtitle VI , that
without a recognized territorial basis for the
use of Kurdish as the official language in mat-
ter of education , commerce, state administra-
tion, and mass media, our language cannot
prosper and its use would continue to shrink .



To leave the safeguard of Kurdish up to the
sole private initiative could be only slightly
helpful, but not indeed adequate as remedy.
This should be done first and mainly by the
state, and subsidiary by individuals. In other
words, the safeguard and prosperity of the
Kurdish language cannot be assured without
the recognition of the name , the area , and the
borders of Kurdistan within the frontiers of
Turkey. The area and borders of Scotland and
Wales within the United Kingdom , of Catalu-
nia and the Basque Country within Spain , of
Quebec within Canada , are known and recog-
nized. There are many other similar examples
that are found not only in the Western hemi-
sphere , but also in countries such as India .
The Kurdish question is not only a cultural
question , not only a question of human rights ,
it is basically a national question. The linguis-
tic question cannot be separated from a politi-
cal solution for Kurdistan.

The following are excerpts from my letter dat-
ed 16 June 2000 to the Turkish President ,
Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, in the name of the
KNK :

“The Copenhagen criteria, welcome as they
could be, are insufficient to further the right
legal basis for an appropriate and lasting politi-
cal solution to the Kurdish question, since the
Kurds are not a minority but a large people of
their own. The recognition of cultural rights
and democratic freedoms to the Kurds is neces-
sary and would represent a positive step for-
wards. Yet the fundamental basis for an ade-
quate solution can be furthered only by a
constitution reflecting the reality of the exis-
tence of two main peoples in Turkey (...)”

“We believe and advocate , given the data , the
present, and the past of the two peoples, and
their common interests, that Turkey should be-
come a modern and democratic Federal State ,
with two geographically defined territories
made federate republics , Turkey proper on one
hand, and Kurdistan on the other hand (the Bel-
gian example) . The Kurdish language should
become an official language , with a status
equal to that of the Turkish language on the
federal level . Inscriptions on the federal paper-
money should be written in both Kurdish and
Turkish ( in Switzerland they are written in
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four languages, in Canada two , and in Bel-
gium in three languages.) In such a Federal
State, the Kurds should not be called "Turkish
citizens" , or " Turkish citizens from Kurdish
origin ", but just Kurds as they are. On the oth-
er hand, the Federal State should be multicultu-
ral. This would allow to the Kurdish and other
non-Turkish elements living in the Turkish
federate state, and to the Turkish and other
non-Kurdish elements living in the Kurdish
federate state, to have educational schools in
their respective language, if such is their will.
An appropriate Kurdish-Turkish bilingualism
could be adopted.”

I am picking a recent book from my private li-
brary entitled “Multinational Democracies” ,
edited by two Canadian professors , Alain-A.
Gagnon and James Tully, and published by
Cambridge University Press , in 2001 . On the
first page , the book is presented to the hurried
reader as follow :

“Multinational democracies is the first col-
laborative, multiperspective critical survey of a
new and distinctive type of political association
coming into prominence in the twenty-first
century . These are democratic societies that
are not only multicultural but also multination-
al : that is , they comprise two or more na-
tions.... , (such as) the United Kingdom , Spain
, Belgium and Canada...”

A binational democratic and federal state, con-
stituted of two equal nations, the Kurds and the
Turks, each made a federate republic on its
own homeland , and multicultural , is just
what [ suggested to the Turkish president and
, beyond him, to the Turkish public opinion, in
the letter of June 1999 . Iki nasyon, Kiirt ve
Tiirk, ve ¢ok kiiltir Demokratik Devlet : this is
, with the inalienable right of self-
determination , what I have been advocating
over so many years . Multinational democra-
cies is the solution of the 21st century .

The federative principles cannot be implement-
ed nor survive without democracy . They
should offer , furthermore , in a later stage in
the future, when democracy would have been
rooted deep in the area , and well understood,
the bases for a solution to all of the Kurdish
question and for the federalization of the four



parts of divided Kurdistan , without cutting,
however, the federalist ties between the Kurd-
ish nation and the neighbouring nations , some-
how as Europe is advancing nowadays to get
more and more united . But I shall not dwell
further on the topic , this letter being already
long enough .

The Kurds in Turkey cannot be called just
“Turkish citizens” or “Turkish citizens from
Kurdish origin” (sic) , as this ridiculous, pathet-
ic designation is sometimes used by the Euro-
pean institutions. We are a nation whose name
is “Kurd” , but not “Turk”, and this should be
recognized, and respected , to begin by the -
Kurds themselves , if they want to keep to be
Kurds . Contrary to Iran, Irak, and Syria, all
names which are geographical and free from
any ethnical connotation, the name of Turk and
Turkey is purely ethnical . That makes a prob-
lem . It could be solved by combining the two
names in the designation of a binational Kurd-
ish-Turkish federal state.

There is still another problem : in a future dem-
ocratic and binational Turkish-Kurdish federal
state , if the Turks want to continue to call
Mustafa Kemal Pasha by the name of “Ata-
turk” (Father of the Turks), that is their affair ,
but this so-called “Father of the Turkish peo-
ple” cannot be , is not and will not be the “fa-
ther of the Kurdish people” . I do not know any
Kurd from Turkey who would accept such a fa-
therhood . The cult of the personality as repre-
sented by “Ataturk” reflects a backward men-
tality, a total absence of democracy, and the
fossilization of the mind with obsolete ideas.
That also reminds of Stalinist practices , an era
gone with the wind . The British did not make
of Churchill , nor the French of de Gaulle, their
respective “father”, in spite of the role these
two leaders had in the history of their respec-
tive nation and in that of the world. That is de-
mocracy.

Do not think I am against the Turks. I feel rath-
er pitiful for the Turkish people that their polit-
ical establishment have legally , by a constitu-
tion reminding of those of some banana
republics of the Third World, limited their free-
dom of thought by imposing on them an eternal
and totalitarian father . I have respect for the
Turkish people, and some good Turkish fellow
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comrades . But I hate dependency , I hate sub-
mission to injustice . If we are to continue to
live with the Turks within one state , they
should have respect for the Kurds and consider
them as an equal , but distinct people, with all
the collective rights which are theirs but from
which they are dispossessed.

VIII - Conclusion

How and what to conclude when we , the
Kurds , find ourselves in a dead end and that
we do not hold all the keys to our future ?
Rather than to conclude I would go to the agora
, at the middle of the city , and deliver my
thoughts, my doubts and my belief, but also my
will , to the Kurds and their oppressors alike .

We are a people of contradictions , we can be
grand or small, dashing with courage or cow-
ard , generous or calculators , ready to die for a
grand cause , or full with a complex of inferior-
ity. I sometimes wonder how our Hurrian and
Median grandfathers were able to build lofty
empires , when we nowadays are so disunited.
We suffer from dictatorship and totalitarianism
, we want democracy , but we are unable to
practice democracy among ourselves . We con-
demn the cult of the personality of Saddam
Hussein, of Ataturk, we reject the theocratic ol-
igarchy of Velayeti Feqih , but we accept the
cult of the personality of competing Kurdish
chiefs , when nothing has been secured for the
future of our people.

When Abdullah Ocalan was asked to leave Syr-
ia, in the fall 1998 , the French daily Le
Monde dated 19 November wrote : “The
Kurds, numbering between 25 and 30 millions,
are the last grand people to whom self-
determination is refused” . The American Time
magazine of March 1st, 1999 , said : “The
Kurds constitute the world’s largest ethnic
community without the status of nationhood” .
I would have said “the world’s largest stateless
nation” and “Kurdistan the world’s last colo-
ny” . In an interview with a German newspaper
, the Berliner Tagesspiegel dated 31 December
2000 , Mr. Helmut Schmidt, the former Social-
Democrat Chancellor of Germany , stated :
“The Kurdish and Turkish communities are
fighting each other in the streets of Hamburg .



It was a gross mistake that in the 1919 Treaty
of Versailles , the Allied Powers did not pro-
vide for an independent Kurdish state . Are we
going to introduce this grave conflict into the
European Union ? To grant the status of candi-
date to Turkey was a grave error . Turkey
would bring with her into Europe serious prob-
lems whose resolution would be highly expen-
sive”.

Every Kurd has a dream , the creation of a
Kurdish state . When I had just been elected
president of the Kurdistan National Congress ,
in May 1999, I received a phone call from a
woman journalist from the BBC, London, ask-
ing me about the objective of the Congress .
My reply was brief and clear :, I said “Kurdish
statehood”. To judge by her silence , the lady
was surprised . I told the story to my col-
leagues at the Executive Council of the KNK .
One or two of them advised me to be ‘moder-
ate’ . Is it an excess to demand one’s legitimate
right ? That makes a long time that most of the
Kurdish political parties have lost the courage
to say what their people want .

I have never changed in that faith . But for me ,
Kurdish statehood is not just a dream, it is a
conscious will . I shall consecrate the rest of
my life for Kurdish statehood, for the creation
of a Kurdish state.

Kurdish statehood , that was said under subti-
tle VII, can also be achieved according to the
democratic and federalist principles , at a first
stage within the framework of the existing
states, separately, and at later stage , for the
creation of a unified Kurdish federal state be-
tween the four parts of divided Kurdistan, but
in keeping at the same time the federalist ties
between the Kurdish nation and the neighbour-
ing nations, Turks, Arabs, Persians and others .
This second stage would thus lead to a kind of
federal or confederal union between the con-
cerned nations of the area .

I wonder whether we do not need , before get-
ting united with some of our neighbours, a peri-
od of fresh air and full independence . A Kurd-
ish genocide was committed in Iraqi Kurdistan
(see : Genocide in Iraq , The Anfal Campaign
Against the Kurd” , a Report by Human Rights
Watch, New York, July 1993). The Kurdish
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people in Southern Kurdistan risked to be driv-
en out of their country in April 1991 by the
bloody dictatorship of the Baathist regime of
Saddam Hussein. In Turkey the Kurdish people
was also victim of a genocide , rather different
, perhaps less brutal as mass killing , but com-
mitted over a much longer period , phase after
phase , from 1925 on . Another difference ,
Saddam Hussein did not commit a cultural gen-
ocide , he opened Kurdish universities teaching
in Kurdish, but the Kurdish cultural genocide
was almost total under the Turkish republic
(see , in French : Le Genocide kurde , in I’ Ap-
pel du Kurdistan , revue of the Association
Suisse-Kurdistan , No. 28, October 2001) .

The Kurdish people in Turkey , one may say ,
were almost culturally strangulated under this
republic pretended by Europe to be “advanc-
ing on the way of democracy”. Our people
need , we need fresh air to breathe . It would be
too difficult for the Turkish and the Kurdish
nations to forget , to become reconciled and get
federally united in equal terms . The ideal
would be for the Northern/Western Kurds to
enjoy first the fresh air of a total liberty , and
then , once they are freed from Turkish coloni-
sation , the two peoples would be more liable
to understand that they have interest to get
reconciled and again united - but differently ,
with real democracy and a total collective
equality , each of the two nations master on her
homeland . A union between two parties totally
master of themselves would be easier.

Anyway, we are always offering the hand of
reconciliation and union to the Turkish people.
If those who speak in the name of the Turks do
not want to shake the Kurdish hand , the Kurds
will be entitled to struggle by all means for na-
tional liberation and the decolonization of Kur-
distan. The future generations of the Kurdish
people are not bound by the peace strategy of
the PKK as it was decided by its leadership in
the summer 1999. In such a case, the PKK it-
self should reconsider its strategy.

In the preface to the book Multinational De-
mocracies , op. cit. , professor Charles Taylor
says : “If a minority, for instance, comes to see
the majority as concerned exclusively for its
good, rather than that of the whole, they will
begin to feel that they are no longer included in



this ‘people’. Then, according to the very logic
of democracy, they are no longer bound by the
decisions arrived at without any concern for
them (.....) . We are moreover in an age of
identity awakening. People are demanding that
differences, not hitherto acknowledged, be rec-
ognized” .

I am going to end these pages by formulating
regards to the Turkish people, the Kurdish peo-
ple, and the PKK. .

I have full respect for the Turkish people. They
had the genius to create an empire . Kurdistan
is the last jewel in their hands of the lost em-
pire . But imperial times are over. Most of you
Turks are manipulated by mass media which
are obedient to the military. Most of you still
live in the nationalistic ideology of 1923,
when the world is changing. It has changed ,
but most of you did not . You seem to oppress
the Kurds because you fear them . This is a ter-
rible , a tragic misunderstanding . The Kurds
also had had empires , prior to yours , but they
live in this century and with its spirit . They un-
derstand this century better than you do . You
commit the error of misunderstanding them .
The Turks have nothing to fear from the Kurds
. Why then not to shake hands , on the terms
advanced above ?

I have a couple of words more to say to the
Kurds . Each Kurd should behave as a man of
responsibility , have initiative and dignity . Do
not expect orders to go ahead . Do not march
like a flock of sheeps . Speak your language or
learn it . Stop quarrelling among yourselves .
Don’t be jealous one of another , we need unity
. Be worthy of your earlier grandfathers , but
continue to live with your century.

Dear friends , sisters and brothers of the PKK :

Because [ know you , I am sure you under-
stand me . [ worry sometimes for you , but I
know you will always be worthy of the PKK
struggle , your struggle for the liberty, the dig-
nity , and the happiness of the Kurdish people .
You shall not bow the head before racism and
militarism . I would not like to see you one day
prisoners of the Turkish state, or refugees in
Europe , we need you in Kurdistan . Do not
become a political party among many other
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Turkish parties . You should remain the party
of the Kurdish people . I know you will be able
to renew or reconsider the strategy of the Party
, if need be . I have faith in you.

Y ou should have regards for the political par-
ties in the other parts of Kurdistan , especially
in Southern Kurdistan. Many of you are in a
way the guests of Iraqi Kurdistan . According
to the Kurdish traditions, a mutual respect be-
tween the host and the guest is sacred.The
Kurds need union, self-esteem,and mutual un-
derstanding .

I hope these pages will have been helpful to
take the right decisions. Again my respectful
regards to beréz Abdullah Ocalan . His energy
to write is remarkable.

Brotherhood and hurmet .

Sincerely yours ,

Ismet Chériff Vanly.
Lausanne, 4 March 2002 .

N.B.

I think it is in the interest of the Kurdush people to
know what is written in these pages . Many Kurds
are expecting to read them. I wrote this letter by
duty toward the Kurdish people , to whom it should
be instructive . The letter , however , will not be
published before the end of the VIIIth Congress of
the Party .

I leave it up to you to see if you should send me a re-
ply or not , and whether your reply should be pub-
lished or not . I am not demanding a reply , but 1
think the Kurds would expect one on behalf of the
Party.



